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MINISTER’S LETTER 

Not, how did he die, but how did he live? Not, what did he gain, but what did he give? 

These are the units to measure the worth of a man as a man, regardless of birth. 

Not what was his church, nor what was his creed? But had he befriended those really in need? 

Was he ever ready, with word of good cheer, to bring back a smile, to banish a tear? 

Not what did the sketch in the newspaper say, but how many were sorry when he passed away? 

It’s not known who wrote this poem, but I can’t help thinking it could have been written about 

The Revd Charlie Robertson, Minister of Canongate from 1978 to 2005, who died on 16th July 

and whose funeral was held in Canongate Kirk on Saturday 25th July. The service was attended 

by a large congregation drawn not just from the several churches with which he was associated 

but from the wide range of organisations and institutions to which he was connected. Every 

last detail had been carefully worked out by Charlie well in advance – the organ music (by 

Handel) to which his coffin would be carried in and out, the introit and anthem (by Charles 

Wood and Thomas Tallis) to be sung by members of St Giles’ Cathedral Choir, the hymns 

(including one written by himself, and one by Alison), the readings (Old Testament, Epistle 

and Gospel) and who should read them (ministers from St Cuthbert’s, Old St Paul’s and St 

Giles’) and the address to be given by his great friend and colleague John Bell. The service 

was livestreamed at www.westreamitfunerals.co.uk/robertsonc and it will be available there 

for a few weeks yet.  

As we continue to give thanks to God for Charlie’s life and ministry, not least at Canongate 

Kirk, may we find comfort and encouragement in the words of a prayer he once wrote for 

publication in the Book of Common Order (1994):  

Living God, you have lit the day with the sun’s light and the midnight with shining stars. 

Lighten our hearts with the bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness risen with healing in his 

wings, Jesus Christ our Lord. And so preserve us in the doing of your will, that at the last we 

may shine as the stars for ever; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

May Charlie rest in peace and rise in glory, to shine as the stars for ever.  

                                                                                                               

http://www.canongatekirk.org.uk/
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PARISH REGISTER 

BAPTISM 

12th July  Callum Adam Christopher Garrow 

“Then he took them in his arms and blessed them.” 

WEDDING 

11th July  Beth Robertson & Jamie Harkness    at Maxwelton Chapel, Dumfriesshire 

   “Those whom God has joined together, let not man divide.” 

FUNERALS   

3rd July  Harold Nicholson    Lochrin Place 

25th July                 The Revd Charles Robertson LVO Ross Gardens 

“Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” 

 

PARISH GROUPING 

United Evening Service      Our next joint service with St Giles’ will be here in Canongate 

Kirk on Sunday 30th August at 7pm.  We will be joined as usual by a quartet of Cathedral 

singers in the gallery.  All welcome.    

         

THANKSGIVING FOR REDECORATION 

Our regular 10.30am service on Sunday 16th August will incorporate an element of 

thanksgiving for the completion of this year’s major project.  An invitation has been extended 

to those involved in different aspects.  Do come if you can. 

CRAFT CLUB 

This month’s meeting of the Craft Club will be on Monday 10th August from 6.30pm – 8pm 

in the Manse Meeting Room, NOT the Harry Younger Hall.  New members are most welcome 

- the group is open to crafters and non-crafters, skilled and non-skilled alike. 

OPEN KIRK 

The Royal Mile is packed with tourists and our student interns are busy welcoming visitors to 

the Kirk Monday to Friday.  However, we are looking for volunteers for Open Kirk on 

Saturdays and Sunday afternoons. Open Kirk is a valuable source of revenue for the church 

and if you would like to take a turn please sign up on the board in the foyer or contact Lesley 

Wallace on lesley.wallace@blueyonder.co.uk   

FINAL CANONGATE KIRKYARD SUMMER TOUR 

Local historian Eric Drake’s tours of Canongate Kirkyard  come to an end this month on 

Sunday 30th August with the focus on Theatrical Types - actors, professional musicians and 

other people associated with the stage.  Starts at 12 noon,  free with donations encouraged. 

CANONGATE KIRK AT THE FRINGE 

It's  time for the Edinburgh Festival Fringe when Canongate Kirk becomes Venue 60. We've 

got our usual varied programme of events including two organised by the  Edinburgh Festival 

of the Sacred Arts, showcasing the extraordinary talent of young poets and composers.  On 

Friday 21st August at 7pm our organist Simon Leach and flautist Hannah Foster will give a 

concert of Baroque music – do come if you can.  A full list of all our events can be found on 

page 4.  Don’t forget the Harry Younger Hall is occupied for the entire month by the team at 

Venue 13 showing cutting edge drama with food and drink available.  More information and 

ticket prices can be found at https://www.edfringe.com/  
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THE RUNICMAN MURALS AT ST PATRICK’S CHURCH COWGATE 

On Wednesday 12th August at 6.30pm there will be an evening of short talks at St Patrick's 

Church, Cowgate, about the remarkable eighteenth-century murals by Alexander Runciman in 

the apse of the church. The event will consist of talks by Professor Viccy Coltman, Dr Rory 

Lamb and Teresa Keenan, followed by tea and coffee. The speakers will discuss the murals 

and their historical, artistic and architectural context, as well as outlining the work required to 

complete their restoration. Entry is free of charge. Organised by the Runciman Apse Trust. 

BBC RADIO 4 Extra 

The Minister has been asked to lead the Daily Service on BBC Radio 4 Extra on Monday 31st 

August. The broadcast, marking the end of the Edinburgh International Festival for another 

year, goes out at 9.45am and is then available on BBC Sounds for a month afterwards. 

AN UPDATED HISTORY OF CANONGATE KIRK  

It’s exactly 70 years since Ronnie Selby Wright first published The Kirk and the Canongate 

in 1956.  He described it as ‘a short history from 1128 to the present day.’   Obviously, time 

has moved on in these three score years and ten and much could now be added to our story.  

Mark Peel, a member of our congregation and author, has kindly agreed to work on an updated 

history in anticipation of the 900th anniversary of the parish in 2028.  As part of that process, 

he is keen to meet with other members of the congregation to gather snippets of information 

and insight. If you can help please have a word with him or email mcgpeel@gmail.com  

PALACE EXHIBITION 

The current exhibition at the King’s Gallery, Holyroodhouse is The Edwardians – Age of 

Elegance, exploring the opulence and glamour of the Edwardian age through the lives and 

tastes of two of Britain’s most fashionable royal couples – King Edward VII & Queen 

Alexandra, and King George V & Queen Mary.  Until 6th  December 2026.  For more 

information visit  https://bit.ly/4bJ9pHp  

STAMPS AND FOOD 

Please continue to bring any used stamps along to church and put them in the box at the back 

of the church.  And don’t forget the basket for food bank donations in the foyer. 

SUNDAY OFFERINGS 

The Kirk Session has agreed with the Finance Committee’s recommendation that we should 

no longer take up an offering as part of the service.  This is for the good reason that most 

people support the church financially in other more direct ways, for which we are very grateful.  

From now on there will be a plate in the foyer beside the contactless machine where cash 

donations may still be placed before or after the service.  An offering bag will still be brought 

forward during the service as we sing ‘Praise God from whom all blessings flow.’  

Minister:                   The Revd Neil Gardner    nng22@btinternet.com             0131 556 3515 

Kirk Secretary:    Imogen Gibson (office)   canongatekirk@btinternet.com   0131 556 3515 

Office Hours: Tues, Wed, Fri: 9am – 1pm, Thurs 9am – 12 noon, CLOSED Mondays 
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   2026 at Canongate Kirk (Venue 60)   
 

Sunday 9th August – 3pm  £15/10  

EDINBURGH WIND SERENADES 

Joyous, colourful music by Erskine and Elgar.  Supporting UK-Med medical aid in Ukraine. 

Friday 14th August – 7.30pm  £12/10       

TUTTI ORCHESTRA 

Featuring music from all around the world, from the waltzes of Europe to the serene harmonies of East Asia. 

Saturday 15th August – 12 noon £10             

DAVID HAMILTON 

David Hamilton returns with a programme of Bach’s organ works on the magnificent Frobenius organ. 

Saturday 15th August – 5pm  FREE       

HITHERTONES VOCAL ENSEMBLE 

Rich harmonies, soulful melodies, a cappella joy! A 60-minute eclectic musical journey. 

Sunday 16th August – 6pm  £13/11       

ALASTAIR SAVAGE AND FRIENDS 

A Fringe favourite, Alastair returns with Scots fiddle old and new and a stellar cast of Scotland's finest musicians. 

Monday 17th August – 1.15pm  £12     

EDINBURGH SACRED ARTS FESTIVAL YOUNG COMPOSERS’ COMPETITION 

The Sacred Arts Festival Singers perform the winning compositions  

Monday 17th August – 7.30pm  £15/12       

BACH ENSEMBLE OF EDINBURGH 

An all Bach programme featuring soprano Angela Hicks and trumpeter Aaron Akugbo. 

Wednesday 19th August – 1.15pm FREE       

EDINBURGH SACRED ARTS FESTIVAL YOUNG POETS’ COMPETITION 

Winning entries from the 2026 competition read along with poetry by Robert Crawford and Christine De Luca. 

Thursday 20th August – 2pm  £15/12       

THE MOON IS DISTANT FROM THE SEA 

An afternoon of song and poetry readings inspired by Emily Dickinson.  Supporting Canongate Kirk. 

Thursday 20th August – 7.30pm  £15/12       

BACH ENSEMBLE OF EDINBURGH 

Returning with concertos by JS Bach, CPE Bach, Handel and Vivaldi. 

Friday 21st August – 7pm  £11/9        

FLUTE AND HARPSICHORD CONCERT 

Baroque music with Canongate Kirk’s organist Simon Leach and flautist Hannah Foster. 

Saturday 22nd August – 3pm  FREE       

GREAT YORKSHIRE CHORUS 

Pop and rock favourites with a superb choral twist by this outstanding dynamic choir. 

Tuesday 25th August – 9pm  £15/12       

CALTON CONSORT 

From the monumental Slavonic intensity of Schnittke to the meditative stillness of Galina Grigorjeva – an hour of 

reflection and sonic depth. 

Saturday 29th August – 2pm  FREE       

STRAY NOTES 

A community choir from Harrogate singing an eclectic mix of music including choral, pop, rock and show tunes. 

 

 

Tickets and information for all shows available at https://www.edfringe.com/tickets  
and on the door.   
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