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MINISTER’S LETTER 

It’s always a great pleasure to welcome Their Royal Highnesses The Duke and Duchess of 

Edinburgh to the Palace pew at the front of Canongate Kirk, but never more so than on Sunday 

16th August when we also incorporated into the regular morning service an element of 

thanksgiving for the completion of this year’s redecoration project. The congregation included 

the “flag ladies” of Edinburgh Castle whose work to clean and repair our collection of Colours, 

Standards and Banners has been much admired, and the talented repairer of the embroidery on 

the altar frontal in the King David Aisle. Those who have generously supported other aspects 

of the project were also present, and indeed we are thankful to everyone who contributed in so 

many ways. The service was enhanced by a wonderful musical interlude on flute and 

harpsichord, a reminder that at that point we were in the midst of a full Fringe programme of 

concerts. The Festival and Fringe have now come to an end for another year, and we’re grateful 

to everyone who supported that too as far as Canongate Kirk (aka Venue 60) was concerned – 

on the door, or in the office. 

 

On Monday 31st August I was asked to lead the Daily Service on BBC Radio 4 Extra in a way 

that reflected the conclusion of another Edinburgh International Festival. I took as my theme 

“All rise” which was the theme of this year’s Festival. It was the title of the opening concert 

in the Usher Hall but it seemed to me to apply just as well to the end, when musicians and 

actors and artists and crew members all pack up and head off to their next destination. All rise. 

It applies to the Church too as the summer draws to a close and a new season beckons, and a 

familiar hymn’s charge to “rise up and follow thee” prevails. A recent Moderator of the 

General Assembly would often preface the Benediction with the words “Our worship is over, 

let our service begin” – let’s take that to heart at Canongate Kirk now that the redecoration is 

behind us, and exciting new challenges and opportunities for service lie ahead. Come and join 

us. All rise.  

 

 

 

http://www.canongatekirk.org.uk/


PARISH REGISTER 

WEDDING 

22nd August   Iona Urquhart & Jake Ogden at St Mary’s Haddington 

“Those whom God has joined together, let not man divide.” 

 

PARISH GROUPING 

United Evening Service 

Our next service in Canongate Kirk, shared with our friends from St Giles’ and supported by 

singers from the Cathedral choir, will be at 7pm on Sunday 27th September. All welcome.  

 

BBC Radio 4 Extra    

The Minister was asked to lead the Daily Service on BBC Radio 4 Extra on Monday 31st 

August. The broadcast, marking the end of the Edinburgh International Festival for another 

year, is now available on BBC Sounds for a month  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m0030x7t  

 

RIDING OF THE MARCHES 

This spectacular event will take place this year in the afternoon of Sunday 13th September.  It 

is free to watch and all are welcome to the Royal Mile. Entertainment starts at around midday 

and the horses will be making their way up the Royal Mile to muster by the Mercat Cross 

opposite the City Chambers, usually around 4pm.  There may be parking restrictions in force 

on the Royal Mile in the morning but please don’t let that put you off coming to church!  More 

information at https://edinburghridingofthemarches.com/ 

 

CRAFT CLUB  

This month’s meeting of the Craft Club will be on Monday 14th September from 6.30pm – 

8pm in the Harry Younger Hall.  New members are most welcome - the group is open to 

crafters and non-crafters, skilled and non-skilled alike. 

 

BATTLE OF BRITAIN SUNDAY 

On Sunday 20th September we will welcome friends from the Scottish Branch of the RAF 

Regiment Association to our 10.30am service.  Please note that the Royal Mile will be closed 

to traffic all morning due to the 10K Charity Run. 

 

ROBERT FERGUSSON EVENT 

Portobello Town Hall is holding a special event – Fergusson’s Auld Reikie - to celebrate the 

poet’s life and times on Sunday 20th September from 3pm – 5pm.  Fergusson’s poetry will be 

read by Billy Kay and music and song of 18th Century Edinburgh will be performed by Steve 

Byrne, Sarah Hoy, Jim Malcolm and Gary West.  Tickets and information from 

https://bit.ly/4xbBX3W  

 

SEPTEMBER CONCERT 

On Friday 4th September at 1pm The Band of the Royal Regiment of Scotland will be giving 

a free lunchtime concert with a retiring collection in support of Canongate Kirk.  All 

welcome! 
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OPEN KIRK 

Over the Summer we have welcomed over 20,000 visitors to the church!  Thanks to Roselle, 

Francesca and all our volunteers who have kept the church open over the past weeks.   

Although the number of tourists and visitors to the Royal Mile is beginning to drop, weekends 

can still be busy and if members and friends of the congregation can take a turn to make them 

welcome on Saturday mornings and afternoons as well as Sunday afternoons, that would be 

much appreciated. Volunteers can sign up on the board in the foyer. Thank you! 

 

EDINBURGH FESTIVAL UPDATE  

As part of the Edinburgh Fringe,  Canongate Kirk was the venue for a wide range of wonderful 

musical performances and the Harry Younger Hall once again became Venue 13 with a month 

long programme of theatrical events organised by international producers Ian Garrett and 

Vanessa Kelly.   To mention just a few of our events, the Edinburgh Sacred Arts Festival held 

the final of the Young Composers Competition with Cecilia McDowall, one of the UK’s 

leading composers of sacred and secular choral music as presenter and also the finale of the 

Young Religious Poets Competition with poets Christine De Luca and Robert Crawford.   In 

addition we hosted a  harpsichord and flute concert by Simon Leach and Hannah Foster, two 

performances by the acclaimed Edinburgh Bach Ensemble and the regular annual 

performances from organist David Hamilton and Scots fiddle celebrity Alastair Savage and 

his band. A special mention goes to Kirstin Anderson who organised a performance of Emily 

Dickinson’s poetry and song with sales donated to Canongate Kirk.   

 

SCOTTISH LOCAL HISTORY FORUM 

The Scottish Local History Forum is seeking contributions for a special issue of its journal, 

Scottish Local History, which will focus on church history and heritage. They would welcome 

contributions on any aspect - on a specific theme as well as individual churches, their 

congregations or contents. Articles can be any size up to 5000 words and shorter notes are also 

welcome, as are photographs.  Visit https://bit.ly/4gwSVok for more information. 

 

AN UPDATED HISTORY OF CANONGATE KIRK  

It’s exactly 70 years since Ronnie Selby Wright first published The Kirk and the Canongate 

in 1956.  He described it as ‘a short history from 1128 to the present day.’   Obviously, time 

has moved on in these three score years and ten and much could now be added to our story.  

Mark Peel, a member of our congregation and author, has kindly agreed to work on an updated 

history in anticipation of the 900th anniversary of the parish in 2028.  As part of that process, 

he is keen to meet with other members of the congregation to gather snippets of information 

and insight. If you can help please have a word with him or email mcgpeel@gmail.com  

 

PALACE EXHIBITION 

The current exhibition at the King’s Gallery, Holyroodhouse is The Edwardians – Age of 

Elegance, exploring the opulence and glamour of the Edwardian age through the lives and 

tastes of two of Britain’s most fashionable royal couples – King Edward VII & Queen 

Alexandra, and King George V & Queen Mary.  Until 6th  December 2026.  For more 

information visit  https://bit.ly/4bJ9pHp  
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STAMPS AND FOOD 

Please continue to bring any used stamps along to church and put them in the box at the back 

of the church.  And don’t forget the basket for food bank donations in the foyer. 

 

 

Minister:                   The Revd Neil Gardner    nng22@btinternet.com             0131 556 3515 

Kirk Secretary:    Imogen Gibson (office)   canongatekirk@btinternet.com   0131 556 3515 

Office Hours: Tues, Wed, Fri: 9am – 1pm, Thurs 9am – 12 noon, CLOSED Mondays 
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